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" Time and circumstances have changed
during the last thousand years, but the forms
of these Parliamentary institutions remain
practically as they were, which is typical of
much that goes on inside their walls."
Yet he could see the comicality of them, just
as he could make fun of an early automobile
which made it difficult for him to get about in
Wales during an election.
i
" I will bear free testimony to the truly
democratic spirit which animates this invention.
After carrying us a few yards, puffing and
snorting and blowing steam in our faces, it
would plant its fore-wheel firmly against any
loose metal that happened to be around and
call upon us to come out and lift it tenderly
over. The understanding seemed to be that
it always carried us down-hill on condition
that we pushed it up the hills. Nothing could
have been fairer, despite that fact that the road
was mostly uphill."
There was oft$n a touch of comicality about
his handling of public affairs. When he was
summoned for " obstruction " at a spot where
right of meeting was claimed, he told the magis-
trate mildly that he had 473 witnesses to call.
The case was promptly dropped.
Hardie was not often in humorous vein during
his world tour, but he gave a sardonically amusing
account of an incident which, he said, illustrated